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Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell announced yester- 
day that he would not ask for 
a federal grand jury investiga- 
tion Of last; year’s fatal shoot- 
ings of four. Kent State Uni- 
versity students because 
“there is no credible evidence 
of a conspiracy between Na- 
tional Guardsmen to shoot stu- 
dents on the campus.” 

Mitchell said that while the 
available facts support a con- 
clusion that the rifle fire was 
“unnecessary, unwarranted 
and inexcusable,” a federal 
grand jury probe would be un- 
likely to result in “successful 
prosecutions pf individual 
guardsmen” or to produce any 
new evidence. 1 - 

Four students were killed 
and nine wounded in the brief 
yolley of gunfire at Kent State 
on May 4 last year. Killed dur- 
ing a protest 
Nixon’s announcement 
incursion into Cambodia were 



Allison Krause, Jeffrey Miller, 
Schroeder and Sandy 

^^oin^statemen^Mr. 

jailer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Schroeder and Mr. and 
Martin Scheuer called 
:torney General’s dec!- 
“shock” equal to “the 



shock that- came to us when 
our children were killed . . , . 

“When National Guard 
troops fired high-powered 
combat weapons and killed un- 
armed students, we suffered 
an inestimable personal loss,” 
the parents said, “but our na- 
tion’s Bill of Rights was seri- 
ously damaged as well. It was 
demonstrated that the govern- 
ment could condone the indis- 
criminate killing of those who 
oppose its policies and even 
^ ti those who innocently stand 

against Preside^ti-° ear „ t0 a P rotest demonstra- 
mncement of the ^ lon ’ 

‘ ~ — *-- J1 See KENT, A7, Col. 1 
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* KENT, From A1 i unwarranted and inexcusa- ■ sued a report last month 

* „ „„„„ „ . j_ ble.” charging that the guardsmen 

* Rep. william Moorhead’ (D- Mitchell’s decision has been opened fire on a prearranged 

J’a.), who has been trying to expected since last March signal, said he found it dif- 
i>rod the Justice Department when the Civil Rights Division ficult to reconcile Mitchell’s 
-into convening a grand jury of the Justice Department rec- decision with the findings of 
in the shootings, sale?, “We 1 ommended against convening the FBI and the Scranton 
predicted this response'by the a federal grand jury. Commission’s conclusions. 

Attorney General and we’re I Justice officials said that Davies, whose study was 
t>t surprised by it” criminal action against the published with funds from 

* On May 24, Moorhead and guardsmen would require es- The Unit^ Methodist Church, 

other congressmen sent a i tablishing their “intent” to vi- 
ietter to Mitchell asking for a I olate the civil rights of the 
Jederal grand jury probe. 1 demonstrators and such intent 
<When no response was forth* i would be difficult to prove, 
ioming, Moorhead wrote his I Kent State President Robert 
Jellow signees, saying “you x - White said the schoolj'must 
should be aware of the possi 



said it is for “a jury to decide 
on the evidence whether or 
not there is a prosecutable 
case. ,, 



Ability that the Justice Depart- 
ment may announce their de- 
cision, not to pursue the case, 
sometime during the congre- 
$ional recess ... to minimize 
congressional response.” 

- Congress recessed on Aug. 6. 
r Mitchell 
Jpathy for 



and does accept” the Justice 
Department's decision. “Un- 
doubtedly, there are many 
who will be disappointed," he 
said, but the Justice Depart- 
ment is “the only agency with 
complete knowledge of all the 
testimony and evidence gath- 
, . ered by the local, state and na- 

expressed his sym- tional fact-gathering depart- 
ure parents of the m ents." 



Seat State students who were B ut Kent State student How- 
.tilled and $aid he hoped “that ar( j Ruffner, who won an award 
jfticidents like this will never for his photography the day 
>gain be a, part of our national the shootings, reacted differnt- 

ly: “In his statement, Mitchell 
- Mitchell's announcement of says he believes the FBI report 
Jhe conclusions of the Justice and the Scranton Commission 
•Department differed from 
}those of a special Ohio grand 
'Jury which last October exon- 
erated the National Guard and 
placed the blame on disrup- than anything else." 

,tive students and faculty. The And Joann Schulte, editor of 
phio grand jury indicted 25 the student Daily Kent Stater, 
-persons in connection with the said, “This way the Guard is 
jfcragedy. None was a National still getUng' off. It's like they 
guardsman. are not guilty of anything at 

The Justice Department all. But if we keep bringing up 
Echoed the conclusions of the the past, Kent State is never 
-president's Commission on to get anywhere either.” ' 
JCampu? JJnrest, which called Pete Davies, a Ne\y York ; 
the "shootings “unnecessary, insurance execuUve who ts-l 



Report and then turns around 
and says theft isn't enough 
evidence to call a grand jury 
This is more of a whitewash 



